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Jack Reacher visits a town without pity in the first novel in Lee Child's New York Times best-selling

series. Ex-military policeman Jack Reacher is a drifter. He's just passing through Margrave,

Georgia, and in less than an hour, he's arrested for murder. Not much of a welcome. All Reacher

knows is that he didn't kill anybody. At least not here. Not lately. But he doesn't stand a chance of

convincing anyone. Not in Margrave, Georgia. Not a chance in hell.
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I'm new to the Jack Reacher series but I have to say that I enjoyed this first book. I was interested in

reading what other reviewers had to say: Author was charged with using the word "shrugged" too

much. I never noticed, I was busy turning the pages I guess. Author was charged with using short,

choppy sentences. Is that a literary offense? Because if it is, it's time to take Hemingway's work out

and burn it, he having been critically lauded for years for that short, choppy style which is supposed

to be very manly -- in a literary sense, I suppose. All I know is that I find old Hem's work

mindnumbingly dull. At least Mr. Child keeps me awake, those choppy sentences lend a sense of

urgency to the story. (Just like Earl Emerson's short chapters in 'Pyro'!) Author is charged with not

being an expert on America. Neither am I and I've spent 48 out of 50 years here. Oh, and one

review bemoaned the fact that somehow the author failed to realize the US has no Marines

stationed in Europe, that we have no naval base there. Hm, I don't keep up with the exact locations

of all US bases but I spent two years at Zaragoza Air Base, Spain, and when I was there, the US

had a naval base at Rota. Author is charged with having a written a very violent book. Well. There



you have me. It IS violent. If violence disturbs you, what the heck are you doing reading books in

this genre in the first place? There was a great honking picture of a bloody handprint on the cover of

the paperback I bought -- I would have thought that was a (you'll excuse the pun) dead giveaway as

to the nature of this book. Oh, almost forgot. The author is also charged with too much coincidence

in the brother/killing plot point. Stranger things happen every day -- gee, Bush got elected twice. I

think THAT's stretching coincidence!
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